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Welcome

Please take few minutes to complete the poll.
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Agenda

• Overview of Arizona Migrant Education Program 
(MEP)

• Identification & Recruitment and Eligibility
• Service Delivery
• Community Partnerships



Welcome from the Arizona MEP Staff

Patrick Bohanan, 
State Data Specialist

Merriam Massey, Identification 
and Recruitment Coordinator

Lea Bryant, Grants and Family 
Engagement Specialist

Laura Alvarez, Director



History

In 1966, Congress authorized the Migrant Education 
Program (MEP) under Title 1, Part C of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) as 
a state-administered, state-operated program to 
reduce the unique challenges experienced by 
children of migratory agricultural 
workers.



Migrant Education – Title I, Part C

Mission
Our mission is to impact 
teaching and learning in K-12 
classrooms so that migratory 
students achieve high academic 
success.

Purpose
Our purpose is to ensure that 
migratory children fully benefit 
from the same free public 
education provided to other 
children. To achieve this purpose, 
the MEP helps SEAs and LEAs 
address the special educational 
needs of migratory children to 
better enable them to succeed 
academically.



MEP Organization Chart



Stories from the Field

Watch the video clip from The Today Show

https://www.today.com/video/video/new-program-is-working-to-get-migratory-children-into-classrooms-92307013648https:/www.today.com/video/video/new-program-is-working-to-get-migratory-children-into-classrooms-92307013648


Challenges Faced by Migratory Families

• Physical Hazards

• Social isolation

• Family separation

• Socioeconomic disadvantages

• Language barriers

• Lower graduation rates



Challenges Faced by Migratory Students

• Poor Attendance

• Differences in state graduation requirements

• Missing high school credits

• Lack of social connections

• Language barriers

• Anxiety



Mobility Reverses Learning Gains
Moving between schools is one of the most 
detrimental influences to student learning, 
according to a recent study.



Mobility Reverses Learning Gains
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Arizona Migrant Education Program



Individuals Identified and Enrolled

PFS students (red bars):
• have made a qualifying 

move within the past year 
and 

• are failing or most at risk 
of failing to meet the 
challenging State 
academic standards or 
have dropped out of 
school. 



19-20 Enrollment by Arizona County 

Yuma County
Maricopa County
Pinal County
Pima and Cochise 

Counties

7,921
1,029
1,137

319

* These numbers are preliminary counts for the 19-20 school year.



MEP Children and Youth by Grade Level

The program serves 
individuals aged 0 
through 22 years, 
including OSY, or out-of-
school youth.



Our Goal

The goal of the Migrant Education Program is to 
assist all migrant students and youth in meeting 
challenging academic standards and achieving 
graduation from high school (or a GED program) 
with an education that prepares 
them for responsible citizenship, 
further learning, and productive 
employment.



How We Accomplish Our Goal

At the State and local levels, the Migrant Education 
Program accomplishes this goal through three main 
initiatives:

• Identification and Recruitment (ID&R)
• Needs Assessment
• Service Delivery



IDENTIFICATION AND 
RECRUITMENT

Arizona Migrant Education Program



Identification and Recruitment Is Key

Before qualifying children and youth can receive 
services, they must be identified by our program 
staff, who will conduct a brief interview and 
complete a Certificate of Eligibility (COE). 

• All information collected by MEP staff is 
confidential and protected under FERPA.

• Recruiters will never ask for ID, SSN, paycheck 
stubs, or other documentation.



Identification and Recruitment

MEP Recruiters identify 
potentially eligible 
families and individuals 
at schools, worksites, 
and in the community.

School-
based 

Recruiting

Community-
based 

Recruiting

Field-
based 

Recruiting



Eligibility

To determine if a worker or student is eligible, a MEP 
Recruiter will ask questions to determine:
• Is there a qualifying worker?
• Is there a qualifying youth/child?

Sometimes, the worker is the qualifying youth/child.



Is there a Migratory Worker?

A qualifying worker is one who, in the last 36 
months:
• Made a qualifying move and
• Engaged in qualifying work soon after the move



Is/Was the work Qualifying Work?

Qualifying work is work that is:
• Seasonal or temporary (less than 12 months) and
• Agriculture, fishing, or personal subsistence

Qualifying work includes production and initial processing of 
raw agricultural products including poultry, livestock, dairy 
work, and cultivation and harvesting of trees.



Is there a Qualifying Child/Youth?

A child/youth qualifies if they:
• Are under the age of 22, and 
• Do not have a high school 

diploma or equivalent degree, 
and

• Made a qualifying move in the 
preceding 36 months
– As a qualifying worker or 
– With a parent, guardian, or 

spouse who is a qualifying 
worker or

– To join/precede a parent, 
guardian, or spouse who is a 
qualifying worker



POP QUIZ: ELIGIBILITY
Arizona Migrant Education Program



Are they eligible?
Your neighbor is a grandmother, and her  
grandchildren moved from Phoenix to live with her in 
2018.
No one in the family is currently working in 
agriculture. Your neighbor’s daughter currently 
works at Walmart in Phoenix and plans to join them 
soon.
The children and their mother moved to Phoenix 
earlier in 2018 so the mother could work in a 
nursery.



Are they eligible?
Your neighbor is a grandmother, and her  
grandchildren moved from Phoenix to live with her in 
2018.
No one in the family is currently working in 
agriculture. Your neighbor’s daughter currently 
works at Walmart in Phoenix and plans to join them 
soon.
The children and their mother moved to Phoenix 
earlier in 2018 so the mother could work in a 
nursery.

Our Recruiters will interview them to learn 
more about the move and work history 

of the daughter and children.



Are they eligible?

Your nephew, who works in a restaurant, moved to a 
new neighborhood last year with his family.
He worked temporarily at a meat processing plant 
last year shortly after the move.



Are they eligible?

Your nephew, who works in a restaurant, moved to a 
new neighborhood last year with his family.
He worked temporarily at a meat processing plant 
last year shortly after the move.

Our Recruiters will interview them to learn more 
about the move and work history of the children, 
your nephew, and any other parent or guardian.



Is she eligible?

Martha is a 20-year old worker who is in the U.S. to 
work in the fields in San Luis. She goes home to be 
with her parents in Mexico every weekend.



Is she eligible?

Martha is a 20-year old worker who is in the U.S. to 
work in the fields in San Luis. She goes home to be 
with her parents in Mexico every weekend.

Our Recruiters will talk with Martha to find out 
if she has a high school diploma or GED and 

learn more about her moves and work history.



More on Eligibility

Individuals may qualify regardless of:
• The worker’s current job or employment status.
• Income.
• Immigration status.
• State where the agricultural work was performed 

(the qualifying work has to have been within the 
United States).



SERVICE DELIVERY
Arizona Migrant Education Program



Examples of Services Provided

Instructional 
Services

• ESL instruction
• Tutoring
• Extended day
• Vocational/Career
• Credit accrual
• Leadership programs
• In-home instruction

Support 
Services

• Guidance/Counseling
• Advocacy
• Referred Services
• Transportation
• Material Resources
• Free school lunch
• Medical, dental, vision



Supplement, Not Supplant
Migratory children are entitled to same education 
and support services as non-migratory students.

The Migrant Education Program services should 
supplement – not supplant – services provided by 
other federal and non-federal programs. 

For this reason, we often refer to MEP
services as “the cherry on top.”



Queen Creek District’s
MEP Preschool Program



Summer School Programs
• Migrant Education Program summer school 

programs across the state target students 
who need assistance in Mathematics, 
Reading, and Writing.

• Summer programs are delivered in diverse 
formats (home visits, traditional, computer-
based lessons) for a duration determined by 
the local MEP project (1 week, 3 weeks, 
etc.)



Gadsden Elementary District’s
Summer Program



Close Up Summer Program
Yuma Union High School District



Family Engagement
The Migrant Education Program requires 
districts and consortia receiving an 
allocation to form a Parent Advisory 
Council (PAC).

• Parental involvement in the planning of 
the program enables parents to 
understand the program and 
encourages them to have informed 
conversations with MEP and school 
staff about their child’s education.

• Meetings are held at times that are 
convenient for parents to attend.

• The district can provide, 
transportation, daycare, and food.

• Materials are provided in a language 
parents understand.



State Migrant Parent Advisory 
Council 2019



College Assistant Migrant Program 
(CAMP)
CAMP assists students who are migratory or 
seasonal farmworkers (or children of such workers) 
enrolled in their first year of undergraduate studies 
at an institution of higher learning. 
The funding supports completion of the first year of 
studies. 



CAMP



ASU MEP Day 2019



COVID-19 and the Arizona MEP
Our staff continues to serve MEP 
workers and children in a variety 
of ways, including:
• Hygiene kits with face masks, 

gloves, and other supplies.
• Wi-fi hotspots
• Virtual tutoring and support

For services available in your area, 
contact your local MEP staff.



COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
Arizona Migrant Education Program



Community Partnerships



Let’s Work Together!

Identify 
and refer

Communicate 
with MEP 

staff in your 
area

Collaborate 
on events

Display MEP 
posters and 

flyers

There are a number of 
ways your organization or 
business can partner 
with the Arizona
Migrant Education 
Program. 



Working with the MEP 

Identify potentially eligible children/youth and refer 
them to the MEP Recruiter in your area.
• Use our occupational survey as part of your intake 

paperwork.
• Ask screening questions such as:

– “Has anyone in your family worked in agriculture?” 
– “Have you moved in the last 36 months?”



Working with the MEP
Use our online referral tool to securely send contact 
information for potentially eligible workers/children.

https://idrreferrals.net/

https://idrreferrals.net/


Working with the MEP

• Attend our parent meetings to present about your 
organization’s services.

• Invite our staff to assist with and present at your 
local events such as health fairs.



Working with the MEP
Invite us to speak to your staff.

– We talk to agricultural workers during lunch breaks, 
new staff orientation, and other trainings.

– We also meet with community agency and school staff 
to plan how we can best work together.



Working with the MEP

Ask us for flyers to 
provide to workers or 
posters to display at 
your location. 



Working with the MEP

Communicate regularly with MEP staff in your area!

Share with us about:
• Your agency’s services and eligibility requirements
• Upcoming events
• Local and statewide news that affects agricultural 

workers



Meet the MEP Recruiters in Your Area

Visit our website for the full AZ MEP Directory.
https://www.azed.gov/migrant/contact

https://www.azed.gov/migrant/contact


Yuma County

Yuma Union 

Yuma One

Crane

Claudia Tallant, Gloria Ramos, & Vereniz Romero

Beatriz Marin & Reyna VillapuduaCecilia Vasquez & Lilia Sandoval 

Picture 
not

available

Picture 
not

available



Yuma County Gadsden

Somerton

PPEP

Cynthia Rodriguez & Nubia Campa

Alicia Rodriguez

Erika Cazares & Dulce Angulo



Maricopa County
West Valley

Central Valley ChandlerMesa

Angelica Meza Tillie Peralta Lorena Garcia

Noemi Escamilla

Queen Creek & 
East Valley Region

Pilar Crewse & Margarita Reyes



Pinal County

CoolidgeEast Valley Region

Pilar Crewse & Margarita Reyes Dolores Bojorquez



Pima and Cochise Counties

WillcoxMarana Douglas

Nohemi Vera Martha Villagomez Carol Perez

Picture 
not

available



Let’s Work Together!

• Know the MEP staff in your area and 
communicate regularly about your services, needs 
of workers in your area, and events.

• Present to migratory families at your local MEP’s 
parent meetings. 

• Invite us to present at your events, orientations, 
and trainings.

• Identify and refer potentially eligible individuals.
• Display MEP posters and flyers. 



Migrant Education Program
(602)542-7463

MEPInbox@azed.gov

https://www.azed.gov/migrant/

Questions

mailto:MEPInbox@azed.gov
https://www.azed.gov/migrant/
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